
June 5, 2012

The Honourable Michael de Jong
Minister of Health
Province of British Columbia

Dear Minister,
Included with this letter is a petition signed by over 3400 citizens of British Columbia 
expressing concern over the eroding services at Princeton General Hospital. The 
petition states:

As residents of Princeton and Area, we the undersigned are very concerned about 
the recent closures of our Emergency facilities at the Princeton Hospital. Princeton is 
a rural, resource based community, with a major highway going through town. We ask 
that you honour your commitment to “provide quality, appropriate and timely health 
services to British Columbians” and bring back a fully functioning hospital with a 24/7 
emergency room.

Because we are a mobile society it is important that all BC hospitals provide a network 
of essential services available to all British Columbians at all times. For this reason, the 
petition also includes names of British Columbians who are temporary or seasonal 
residents who rely on our hospital during the times that they occupy their seasonal 
homes in our area. It also includes names of citizens who pass through our community 
that count on the services to be available when necessary.

Princeton has a growing light and heavy industry base that provides employment to our 
community and beyond. Included are several forestry based plants and the recently 
opened Copper Mountain mine. These industries are high accident risk operations that 
operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week and proximity to a hospital with an 
emergency room is essential. These services may mean the difference between life and 
death for employees at these operations. In addition, Princeton is located at the 
intersection of two busy highways with the section of Highway 3 between Hope and 
Princeton being one of the most dangerous in the province. Yet another reason to 
maintain essential health services in our community.



The residents of Princeton and Area H are frustrated and feel powerless to stop the 
gradual erosion of health services in our community. The latest announcement by the 
Interior Health Authority of “scheduled closures” of our emergency room represent the 
latest in a long sequence of cutbacks that have a negative impact on our community. 

It is for these reasons that we are petitioning the Minister of Health and asking for his 
help. We feel that the cuts have gone too far and we are frustrated by the lack of action 
by the Interior Health Authority and provincial government authorities. As taxpayers we 
appeal to your sense of fairness and duty and ask you to reverse this situation and 
restore our hospital to its former level of service.

Sincerely,

Nienke Klaver, Secretary
Princeton Save Our Hospital Coalition
250-205-0822
tulameennienke@gmail.com

Cc. Adrian Dix, Leader of the Opposition; Mike Farnworth, NDP Health Critic; Harry Lali, 
MLA Fraser Nicola; Alex Atamanenko, MP, Dr. Robert Halpenny, CEO Interior Health 
Authority; Dr. Heidi Oetter, Registrar BC College of Physicians and Surgeons; Chief 
Charlotte Mitchell, Upper Similkameen Indian Band; Jason Earle, Acting Mayor of 
Princeton; Brad Hope, Area H Regional Director RDOS; Angelique Wood, Area G 
Regional Director RDOS; Chief Robert Edward, Lower Similkameen Band; Dan Ashton, 
Board Chair, RDOS; Manfred Bauer, Mayor of Keremeos; John Cummins, BC 
Conservative Party Leader


